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FOOD FOR THOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEAR 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with the flocks, 

Then the work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal those broken in spirit, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the oppressed, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among all peoples. 

To make a little music with the heart. 

And to radiate the Light of Christ, 

Every day, in everyway, in all that we do and in all that we say. 

Then the work of Christmas begins! 

 

          - -  Howard Thurman 



 

 

 

        

    

    

    

    

    

    

Another year is but another call from God to do some deed undone and duty we forgot; to think some Another year is but another call from God to do some deed undone and duty we forgot; to think some Another year is but another call from God to do some deed undone and duty we forgot; to think some Another year is but another call from God to do some deed undone and duty we forgot; to think some 

wider thought of man and good. It is an opportunity to see and love with kindlier eyes and warmer hearts. wider thought of man and good. It is an opportunity to see and love with kindlier eyes and warmer hearts. wider thought of man and good. It is an opportunity to see and love with kindlier eyes and warmer hearts. wider thought of man and good. It is an opportunity to see and love with kindlier eyes and warmer hearts.     

 

Dear Members and Friends of Reynolds UMC, 

   As we begin the New Year I pray that we will continue stepping out in faith. That no matter what the cir-
cumstances or trials we may face we do not fear them. Let us find a way through God’s Word and each 
other to go forward never looking back. I know that is hard to do. But think of Israel and what they 
faced….After being under Egyptian bondage for over 400 years, the New Year or New Day had finally 
come.   Moses was to lead them out of slavery and to the Promised Land. Like us, it didn’t take long for 
them to find themselves with challenges and hard times. Pharaoh and his army were in hot pursuit, de-
serts, mountains and hills were on all sides, and the Red Sea was in front of them. No matter where they 
looked it didn’t look good. There hope of something better would fade quickly. What had started with 
great hope of deliverance had turned to whining and complaining. They started to focus all their energy 
on the hardships and not on God’s promises. They were overcome with fear and suddenly the past didn’t 
look so bad. But Moses would say to them, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance 

the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians (troubles we face) you see today you will never see again.”  

   The most important thing we need to remember when circumstance, trials and disease come against us 
is not to be afraid. We can never allow fear to grab hold of us or the ministry. If we give in we will not 
move forward in what God has planned for our lives. Fear never talks back or fights. It only looks at the 
situation and trembles. All too often Churches and the people of God try to fight Satan in our own 
strength. We are no match for him on our own. We will lose the battle every time. Church, we should 
never worry, fret, complain, or whine. We have a Savior that has already defeated Satan. We only have to 
rest in His arms and let Him take care of our challenges and problems. We need to do what Moses told 
the Israelites in Exodus 14:15, “move on, go forward.” That sometimes is hard for us to do, especially if it 
seems that situation doesn’t change. Pharaoh’s army is still in pursuing us. Church, as we move on in our 
lives or ministry it may look as if we walking into the desert or destruction. But we have to remember that 
God is walking with us and that He is fighting the battle for us. When we are facing problems let us re-
member: Be Strong in the Lord and in His mighty Power, Resist Fear, and Stay Focused on God’s Word. It 
is time to move forward in God. It is not time to get bogged down by small things that derail the ministry. 
It is time to put our faith in action and move forward. Like Israel, we can rest assure that when the Lord 
tells us to “move on” he will break down barriers and walk with us. We will no longer see the problems we 

are facing because the Lord is fighting for us and will give us the victory. 

   For this New Year let us imagine the possibilities that God has planned for us. I leave you with this 

thought for the New Year: I know not what waits me as dawns another year; the path untrod I cannot see, 

yet knows my heart no fear. I know not whether long or short my pilgrimage will be-but I’ll daily praise my 

God in song for all His love for me. With joy I greet the year-it cannot bring me ill since Christ my Lord is 

ever near, my soul with peace to fill. Let us come together in worship to be connected, inspired, and re-

vived to do God’s plan for ministry. 

          Yours in Christ, 

          Pastor Al 
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Reynolds News Wrap 

January   Mission Project:  January   Mission Project:  January   Mission Project:  January   Mission Project:      Heifer International Bring Mission Offerings on  the 4th Sunday (January 22nd )Bring Mission Offerings on  the 4th Sunday (January 22nd )Bring Mission Offerings on  the 4th Sunday (January 22nd )Bring Mission Offerings on  the 4th Sunday (January 22nd )     

 
SERVING IN January: 

Communion Steward:  Barb Uphoff 

Ushers:    Duane Ackland,  Vernon Gittleson, Chad Murphy, Keith Roop 

Greeters:  January 1st & 8th -  Vernon Gittleson Family 

         January 15th & 22nd - Jerry & Lynnette Lawrence 

         January 29th - Justin Rueff Family 

Flowers:    Linda Meyer or Lynnette Lawrence 

Church Hostess:  Lois Heimbaugh 

Date            Children’s Moment                   Nursery  

Jan. 1st  Kathy Clark    Help Needed 

Jan. 8th   Pastor Al Meyer   Help Needed 

Jan. 15th   Kathy Becker    Help Needed 

Jan. 22nd   Lois Heimbaugh   Help Needed 

Jan. 29th    Rhonda Brown 

 

Date  Snow  Removal  Coffee Fellowship   Liturgist 

Jan. 1st  Help Needed           Help Needed  Lois Heimbaugh 

Jan. 8th   Help Needed          Youth    Audrey Roop 

Jan. 15th  Help Needed  Help Needed  Keith Morge 

Jan. 22nd   Help Needed  Help Needed  Leslie Gittleson 

Jan. 29th  Help Needed  Help Needed  Joyce Brake 

 

 

 

        INDIVIDUALS:   INDIVIDUALS:   INDIVIDUALS:   INDIVIDUALS:   Ashlynn Riley, 6 yr old Emma, Baby Molly, Bill & Paula Kunkel, Debbie VanDyke, Donald Adams, Ed & 
Kristen Riley, Gladys Linebaugh, , Jerry Ford & family, Jim Steder, Keith Long, Marie Kurz’s Niece, Marion Berry, Mike 
Olmstead, Nancy Eggers, Neil Miller, Paula Vogeler, Pastor Al & Linda Meyer, Terry Hunley, Tina (Keith Morge’s niece), and a 

young woman recently diagnosed with brain cancer.   

 

   ALSO:ALSO:ALSO:ALSO:  Families who have recently lost loved ones,  the homeless, the unemployed, All Members of the Armed Services 
and Families who have lost loved ones while serving in the Armed forces, Struggling & Needy Families, & Unspoken Re-

quests.  
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SAFE SANCTUARY   Rhonda Brown, Chair 
   With the Penn State sex abuse scandal being in the news 
every day, I decided that this would be a good time to discuss 
some of the dynamics of Child Sexual Abuse.  Before I start, I 
want to state a disclaimer that this article may contain lan-
guage not suitable for children.  It may not even be suitable for 
survivors of sexual abuse.  Reading articles pertaining to 
abuse can trigger flashbacks or other effects of PTSD in survi-
vors.  I know that this is not a subject most want to talk about.  
However it is important that we do talk about it if we are to 
prevent it from happening in our church or if we are to re-

spond appropriately if/when it does happen.   

   Child sexual abuse can be defined in a couple of different 
w a y s .   A c c o r d i n g  t o 
http://sexualviolence.uchicago.edu/assualt.shtml it is defined 
as: “”constitutes unwanted sexual contact up to penetration.  
That is, sexual abuse is ‘any intentional or knowing touching or 
fondling by the victim of the accused, either directly or through 
clothing, of the sex organs, anus, or breast of the victim or the 
accused…. For the purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of 
the victim of the accused.’  Please note that according to The 
IL Criminal Sexual Assault Act of 1984, sexual assault and 
sexual abuse can be perpetrated against both sexes and any 
age group, by assailants of all ages.”  However, www.apa.org 
defines it as : “a central characteristic of any abuse is the 
dominant position of an adult that allows him or her to force or 
coerce a child into sexual activity.  Child  sexual abuse may 
include fondling a child’s genitals, masturbation, oral-genital 
contact, digital penetration, and vaginal and anal intercourse. 
Child sexual abuse is not solely restricted to physical contact;  
such abuse could include noncontact abuse, such as expo-
sure, voyeurism, and child pornography. Abuse by peers also 
occurs.”  No matter what definition you use, all abuse is about 
power and control.  Child sexual abuse is not about sex, it is 
about the perpetrator having power and control over the child.  
In most cases the perpetrators coerces the child, not forces 

him/her.  

   Any child can become a victim of sexual abuse, regardless of 
their race, culture, or economic status (www.apa.org).  It is 
estimated that one in four girls and one in six boys will be 
sexually abused before they reach the age of 18.  some stud-
ies suggest  that the statistics may be affected by the fact that 

most boys do not report.  

   In i90% of child sexual abuse cases the victim knows the 
perpetrator in some way, and 68% are abused by a family 
member (www.childhelp.org).  “Sexual abuse by strangers is 
not nearly as common as sexual abuse by family members.”  
(www.apa.org)    Research also shows that men perpetrate 
more often than women, but there are known cases where a 

women is the offender.  “Despite a common myth,  Homosex-

ual men are not more likely to sexually abuse children that het-

erosexual men are.” (www.apa.org)  Below I have listed some 

c o m m o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  ( w w w . o p r a h . c o m  & 

http://crimeabout.com)  of  Pedophiles.   However keep in mind 

that  just because  someone shows some of these characteristics 

does not necessarily mean that  person is a perpetrator.  

 

 

 

A person could have all the characteristics and not be a pedo-

phile, just as someone could not show any of the characteristics 

and still prey on children. 

• Adults who seemed preoccupied with children. 

• Single adults who work or volunteer with children’s 

clubs/activities and frequently spend their free time doing 

“special” things with kids. 

• Adults who spend time volunteering with youth groups who 

do not have children in those groups. 

• Adults who seem to engage in frequent contact with chil-

dren, i.e., casual touching, caressing, wrestling, tickling, 

combing hair or having children sit on their lap.  

• Adults who act like children when with children or who al-

low children to do questionable or inappropriate things.  

• Adults who want o take your children on special outings too 

frequently or plan activities that would include being alone 

with your child.  

•  Adults who do not have children and seem to know too 

much about the current fads or music popular with children. 

• Adults what your children seem to like for reasons you don’t 

understand. 

• Adults who seem able to infiltrate family and social func-

tions or are “always available” to watch your kids.  

 

   My main issue with this list is that it only focuses on adult of-

fenders.  Offenders can be any age.  I know of a few cases where 

the offender was a minor.  They first were victims, but then 

started abusing younger kids.  Due to recent changes in the laws, 

juvenile offenders are protected.  There is a juvenile sex of-

fender  registration list, but the public doesn’t have access to it 

as they do with the adult list.  Adult offenders who have been  

caught and placed on the adult list are not allowed to live near 

schools, daycare centers, or parks.  This is not the case for juve-

nile offenders.  They do not have the same restrictions.  Many 

times schools and daycares are not even notified that there is a 

juvenile offender living in the neighborhood.  Juvenile records 

are sealed, and then can be expunged after a couple of years.  

Therefore, a background check may not show that a person is an 

offender if they were caught before they turned 18.  As I said 

above, anyone can be a perpetrator, not just adults.  A lot of the 

time it may be the last person you would ever suspect, like a 

prominent coach, a church leader, teacher, a peer, or someone 

in your own family.  In most cases it is not the scary stranger.  It 

is someone the child knows & trusts. 
 

   In the next article I will continue to provide the dynamics on 

child sexual abuse.  I will share the impact on the victims and 

what can be done to help them.                    Rhonda Brown 
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COMMITTEE   REPORTS  



 

  

GETTING TO KNOW YOU: 

NAME:  Nolan Isaac Rueff 

BIRTHDAY:   February 27, 2007  

HOME TOWN:    Franklin Grove 

PARENTS NAMES:  Justin & Jane Rueff 

SIBLINGS NAMES AND AGES:   Olivia - 9 

                                                              &  Carson - 6 

SCHOOL AND GRADE:  St. John’s Preschool 

   Prekindergarten 

FAVORITE SCHOOL SUBJECT:   Play Time 

HOBBIES:   sports, craft projects, setting up my zoo 

FAVORITE FOOD:  NoodlesFAVORITE FOOD:  NoodlesFAVORITE FOOD:  NoodlesFAVORITE FOOD:  Noodles    

FAVORITE PLACE TO ‘EAT OUT’:   Pizza VillaFAVORITE PLACE TO ‘EAT OUT’:   Pizza VillaFAVORITE PLACE TO ‘EAT OUT’:   Pizza VillaFAVORITE PLACE TO ‘EAT OUT’:   Pizza Villa    

PETS:  LucyPETS:  LucyPETS:  LucyPETS:  Lucy    

FAVORITE TIME OF DAY:   bedtimeFAVORITE TIME OF DAY:   bedtimeFAVORITE TIME OF DAY:   bedtimeFAVORITE TIME OF DAY:   bedtime    

WHY:  We read stories at bedtimeWHY:  We read stories at bedtimeWHY:  We read stories at bedtimeWHY:  We read stories at bedtime    

FAVORITE MOVIE:  Pirates of the CaribbeanFAVORITE MOVIE:  Pirates of the CaribbeanFAVORITE MOVIE:  Pirates of the CaribbeanFAVORITE MOVIE:  Pirates of the Caribbean    

FAVORITE ADULT IN YOUR LIFEFAVORITE ADULT IN YOUR LIFEFAVORITE ADULT IN YOUR LIFEFAVORITE ADULT IN YOUR LIFE: Dad because he’s cool: Dad because he’s cool: Dad because he’s cool: Dad because he’s cool    

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO DO IN YOUR ADULT LIFE?WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO DO IN YOUR ADULT LIFE?WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO DO IN YOUR ADULT LIFE?WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO DO IN YOUR ADULT LIFE?    

Army man or police manArmy man or police manArmy man or police manArmy man or police man    

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU:GETTING TO KNOW YOU:GETTING TO KNOW YOU:GETTING TO KNOW YOU:    

NAME:   Lauren Leah Bertenshaw 

NICK NAME:  Lou-Lou 

BIRTHDAY:   March 31, 2006 

HOME TOWN:  Creston 

PARENTS:   Bob &  Sue Bertenshaw 

SIBLINGS:  Morgan (12), Peyton (8), Mason (3) 

SCHOOL:    Creston Elementary - K 

FAVORITE SCHOOL SUBJECT:   “Center Time” 

HOBBIES:   Play with friends 

FAVORITE FOOD:   Noodles 

FAVORITE PLACE TO ‘EAT OUT’:  Chinese buffet 

PETS:     Mya (dog) & Cupcake (cat) 

FAVORITE TIME OF DAY:  Recess 

WHY:  Because it’s fun.  

FAVORITE MOVIE:  Despicable Me 

FAVORITE ADULT IN YOUR LIFE:   Aunt Lisa 

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO DO IN YOUR ADULT LIFE?   

    Teach Art.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued Committee Reports. ) 

 

NURTURE COMMITTEENURTURE COMMITTEENURTURE COMMITTEENURTURE COMMITTEE    

Kathy Clark, ChairKathy Clark, ChairKathy Clark, ChairKathy Clark, Chair    

The Nurture Committee assisted with several joyous parties 
during the month of December!  It was lots of  fun to share 
such a wonderful variety of Christmas Cookies for the Sun-
day School Christmas program.  Our church was also blessed 
to be able to host the Cluster Advent Program, and the Nur-
ture committee assisted with refreshments for the very beau-
tiful afternoon.  Thanks to all who provided the delicious 
cookies.  

 January  will see a focus of gathering information 
from all in the church for new and exciting ways to come 
together as community.  The committee is looking for input  
for activities, programs and opportunities for service.  Dur-
ing January, we will be asking for ideas for new events and 
social activities.  Please be thinking of ways to strengthen 
our bonds as a family in Christ as well as opportunities to 
reach out to others in our communities.  We look forward to 
hearing everyone’s ideas!   

 

MISSIONS & OUTREACHMISSIONS & OUTREACHMISSIONS & OUTREACHMISSIONS & OUTREACH    

Nancy Eggers, ChairNancy Eggers, ChairNancy Eggers, ChairNancy Eggers, Chair    

 The committee met recently to determine the list of 
projects for financial support in 2012.  Several addi-
tional giving opportunities were available during the 
closing months of  2011.  Donations were  divided 
among the following  projects:  Local families support, 
HOPE of Ogle County, Martin Keagy fund, and Rock-
ford Rescue Mission.  Thirty gifts were distributed to 
children of local families and several boxes of  food 
were collected and taken to the local food banks. 
Thanks to all who contributed in any way. 

 

The  featured Mission Project for January, 2012 is   The  featured Mission Project for January, 2012 is   The  featured Mission Project for January, 2012 is   The  featured Mission Project for January, 2012 is   
Heifer International. Heifer International. Heifer International. Heifer International.     

 

STAFF PARISH  RELATIONS COMMITTEESTAFF PARISH  RELATIONS COMMITTEESTAFF PARISH  RELATIONS COMMITTEESTAFF PARISH  RELATIONS COMMITTEE    

Frances Cappel,   ChairFrances Cappel,   ChairFrances Cappel,   ChairFrances Cappel,   Chair 

We talked about one of  the specific duties our commit-
tee has  which is to support Pastor Al.  We need to en-
courage, nurture, strengthen, support and respect the 
Pastor and staff.  
 

We talked about a way for a steering group to meet 
and hear ideas and concerns that need to be ad-
dressed.  Ideas would be sent to the proper committee, 
the committee would bring the item to be placed on the  
Church Council  Agenda.   The Steering Committee  
consists of Gary Brown (Lay Leader) , Bob Becker 
(Church Council Chair) , & Pastor Al.  

Officers for 2012 were elected as follows: 

 Chair - Frances Cappel;  Vice Chair - Cindy Knight; 
and Secretary.  Nancy Gittleson.  
 

Pastor Al is to take time off between Christmas & New 
Years.  Grace Ann is to have Monday, December 26th 
off.  

 
5555    

REYNOLDSWOOD CAMP 

BRUNCH IN THE WOODS 

Second  Sunday of Each month  

through May 2012.   

11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Adults (11 & up)  $10.00 

Youth (4 - 10)  $5.00    Three & Under -  Free.  
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR AL 

As we continue to look at our Church and its committees I would like to lift up the Staff-Parish Rela-

tions Committee. As with other boards and committees of the local church, the broad purpose of this 

committee is to achieve and maintain effective pastoral and professional staff ministry in the local 

church context, based on healthy and harmonious relations between the pastor(s) and other profes-

sional staff and the members and constituents of the church. One of the major elements required for a 

healthy relationship is communication, so that is one of the major priorities of the Staff-Parish. The 

duties of the Staff-Perish are described in 258.2 of The Book of Discipline. As we read this part of The 

Book of Discipline notice words such as “confer,” “counsel,” “advise,” and “consult.” This provides the 

pastor and staff with a very valuable channel of feedback concerning the effectiveness of their minis-

try. For this purpose, the members must strive to be truly perceptive, objective, balanced and unbi-

ased.  Notice also that the Committee is a channel of two-way communication; first a flow of communi-

cation from the people to the pastor and staff; and second from the pastor and staff to the people, to be 

sure the people have an accurate, Biblical, constitutional understanding of the goals and work of the 

pastor and staff. To do so the Staff-Parish shall engage in prayer, Biblical, and theological reflections 

on the mission of the church, the primary task, and ministries of the local church.  One specific topic of 

communication for which this staff is responsible for deals with the terms of the arrangements be-

tween the local church and the pastor and staff is concerning salaries, allowances, and other benefits 

such as medical insurance, pension, housing, vacation, financial assistance, and time for continuing 

education. The committee shall assist the pastor and staff in assessing their gifts and setting priorities 

for leadership and service. The committee shall be composed of not fewer than five nor more than 

nine persons representative of the total charge. One of the members shall be a young adult and one 

member may be a youth. In addition, the lay leader and lay member of the annual conference shall be 

members. No staff member or immediate family member of the pastor or staff member may serve on 

the committee. Only one person from an immediate family residing in the same household shall serve 

on the committee. In order to secure experience and stability, the membership shall be divided into 

three classes, one of which shall be elected each year for a three-year term. The lay member of the an-

nual conference and the lay leader are exempt from the three-year term.  Members shall not be able to 

succeed themselves for one three-year term. The committee shall meet at least quarterly. It shall meet 

additionally at the request of the bishop, the district superintendent, or the chairperson of the com-

mittee. The committee shall only meet with the knowledge of the pastor and/or the district superin-

tendent. The pastor shall be present at each meeting of the committee except where he or she volun-

tarily excuses himself or herself. The committee may meet with the district superintendent without 

the pastor or appointed staff under consideration being present. However, the pastor or appointed 

staff under consideration shall be notified prior to such meeting with the district superintendent and 

be brought into consultation immediately thereafter. The committee shall meet in closed session, and 

information shared in the committee shall be confidential. The duties of the committee shall include 

the following: to encourage, strengthen, nurture, support, and respect the pastor and staff and their 

family(s). The committee shall promote unity in the church. Next month we will look at duties of this 

committee.  

I’ve learned . . . . . 

- When you’re in love, it shows. 

- Just one person saying to me, ‘You’ve made my 

day!’ makes my day. 

- Having a child fall asleep n your arms is one of 

the most peaceful feelings in the world. 

- Being kind is more important than being right.  

- You should NEVER say no to a gift from a child. 

-I  can always pray for someone when I don’t 

have the strength to help in some other way. 

- No matter how serious your life requires to be 

be, everybody needs a friend to act goofy with.  



 

 

January 2nd - 7:00 pm  -  Trustees Meeting 

January 9th -    7:00 pm -  Church  Council 

January 21st -  8:30 am - 3:00 pm  Safe Sanctuary  

 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY EACH WEDNESDAY AT 6:30 pm 

YOUTH MEETS THE FIRST AND THIRD SUNDAYS AT 6:30 pm  

UPCOMING 
EVENTS  

 

 

Reynolds United Methodist Church 

2496 Reynolds Road 

Ashton, IL  61006 

(815) 453-2513 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 


